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CHAP: 1 


1. N'“ it came to paſs, that when Richeth had 

heard of the upright Sentence ef the Judges, 
| and of the righteous Men of Methom, he en- 
tered his Chamber with filence. 

2. And inthe third hour of the ſecond Watch of. that 
Night, he opened his Mouth, and in the bitterneſs of his 
Soul he complained and faid, 

3. My Affliction is great, the Rod of Wrath i is up- 
on me, I am made deſolate, and the Arrow of Juſtice 
hath pierced my Soul. | 

4. How am! fallen! where is he that can help me 2 
if I turn my Face to the South, the Tears of the Wi- 


dow, or to the North, the Crys of the Orphan are . 


gainſt me. 

5. That Scot M— — — hath chaced me; like 
Bear into a Toil, hath he hunted me down. 

6. Who can deliver me? . 

7. I ſhall henceforth be a Deriſion to the People ; how 
will the Children of Vanity mock me? 


8. Mine Eyes ſhall behold Peace no more, and my | 


Profperity is out of Sight. 

9. Mine own Friends roſe up againſt me ; yea, an 4-- 
» ---lite, mine own Fleſh became mine Adverſary. 

10. Even they who eat of my Bread bined againſt 
me, and brought mine Iniquity to light. 

11. F — , only ſtood by me, and taok upon him 
my Defence ; yea, be the un in Peril of his own 
Life and Honour, 
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12. He — 3 has broke my Strength; L — —x 


* * my gay Hopes to vaniſh. 
Mie Foes K me, and I muſt periſn en- 
by a ſtone W 


. The Princes and mighty Men of the Land flee me 
already; and I am become ſolitary like a Pelican in the 
Wilderneſs. 

I5. James I ſent into Captivity, into the Deſarts was 
he conveyed ; yet the Lord reftored him to perſecute 


me. 
16. By Men of the North hath he pulled me down, 


and the Horn of my ft reagth have they broken. 


19; J am ſorely viſited for the Multitude of my 
1 even my Children are removed from 
ae. 

18. How ſhall thoſe wicked men of the North lngh 
me to ſcorn ? How will they triumph in my Miſeries? 

C-H AP. I. 

L L they have left me is the remembrance of my 
| Greatneſs, and of the mm Things I poſſeſſed 
mn Days of old. 

2. have grievouſly offended, therefore am I ſet a- 
part : All that honoured me deſpiſe me, becauſe my 


is revealed. 
3. My Adulteries riſe up againſt me, and mine Op- 
ſtare me in the Face, 

4. O that darkneſs would cover me, for the Light is 
offenſive to me ; O how am I hated ! 

5. Mine Enemies have ſet themſelves up againſt 
me, and have laid their Hands upon all my gocd 


Things. 
6. How hath G— A the Scribe deceived me ; the 


hone? were not for me; what had I to do with the ſons 
of Virtue ? 
7. Yea A— — — AF, the Chief hath troden down 
my mighty men; my beſt Friends hath he confounded 
in the midit of me. 
8. He hath cloathed me with diſhonour ; ; on my Ruin 
hath ke exalted his Name. 


9. The 
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„ The Children of times to come tall fog ebm ts 

Poles dul be in the Mouth of the young Virgin. 
16 But as for me, when I go 

ſhall remember me, of ſpeak of me with Sorrow?” ' 
11. Like the preſſed 3 

Foot; and they who me by, ſhall wagg their Head, 

and ſay, fie on thee. 


eep, and mine Eyes ſhall ſtream down with Tears. 


and that mine Enemies have prevailed againft me. 

14. I called Women from the South to help me; yea, 
Mary the H=-ite from a foreign Land to ſuccour me, 
but in their teſtimony they ftarted aſunder, like a broken 


Dow. 
4 By the Arm of Truth was I overthrown, and by 
the Sword of was I hewen down. 

16. I am broken to pieces like a Potter's Veſſel, and 
who is there that can reſtore me ? 


17. Mine An conſumes me, like a burning Coal 
am [ waſted, a: in Sorrow ſhall I go down to the Grave. 
CHAP, III. 


I. 7HEN theſe Tidings were brought to Mary the 
H-----ite, her Soul was' grieved within her. 
2, And ſhe roſe up and ran unto the Tabernacle of 


feated by the Contrivance of the cunning Men of the 
North, let it not grieve him. | 

3. If I have rewarded James with Evil, who Arwed 
well from me; if I have not belied the Innocent of 
his Birth-right, reproach me. 

2 Like an Enemy 
to tread down his Honour in the Duſt. 

5. Tho' Guile was in my Mouth, and the Truth not 


lifted up my Voice before the Judges and the people. 

6. Tho“ thouſands might riſe up againſt me; yet un- 
l did I ſpeak for thee. 

"fs 'The * "fa my Falſhood, and the Men of the 
Land 


down to the Pit, who | 


12, For theſe Things, and for mine Iniquities do 1 
I Ms Lament, my Children, becauſe ye are deſolate ; 


Richeth, and faid, if the Handmaid of my Lord was de- 


perſecuted I him, and laboured 


within my Lips ; yet ftood I up boldly for thee, and 


(0: 
Land mine. kana | and I am therefore « Dy:Word 3 
mong the People. th 
3. Begird thyſelf therefore, and riſe up and deliver me 
from the Rage oſ mine Enemies, Who will encompak 
me with Shame, and ſet me up, to Scorn. 
g. Becauſe I am corrupt, and have wrought abomini 

ble Works; therefore are the Children of Men ſet 2 
me. 

10. Who will hereafter look upon me? L have turned | 
aſide from. the Ways of Truth: I am altogether filthy. WS", 

11. C—-—+ hath pulled the Maſk from off my Face ; Fo 
yea, B——-—co hath made known my Perjuries. I 
112. The Servants of Juſtice ſeek after me. "Tut, |" 
whither ſhall I turn for Safety, or where fhall I hide | 
| mine Head ? 

13. C——p and H——— took Council againſt 

Mary the G--—z#e, and overthrew her with great Shame. 
14. Peradventure, that while I ipeak tomy Lord, her 
Enemies ſurround her, and there is none to help her. 

55. M-—4—- that Scar, rageth about like a” roaring 
Lion: who can eſcape him? 

16. Whilft ſhe was yet ſpeaking, there entered his pa- 
vilion the 5B —— e, the 7 —ite, the D——fte, the 
rio with Methias the N--dite, and with them 
came alſo: the Elder and the Younger of the-P-—--tznes. 

17. And they cloathed themſelves in Sack cloath and 
Aſhes, and fat, down to mourn with him. 

NAP IN. 
1. J! Hree Days and three Nights looked they one upon 
another; and none opened his Month, becauſe of 
the fore Travel and great Evil that was upon him. 

2. Howbeit, the Rite broke Silence, and comforted 
him, faying, 2 

3. Though the bitter Dewey hath far a little prevailed 
againſt my Lord ; notwithitanding 8 gird up thy Loins and 
prove thyſeif a Man. 

4. Let it not be told at this Gates of Lede, let it not WF 4. 
be heard in the Streets of Dablin, that pou grieved like Near. 
one whoſe Hopes were nat. | 5. 

, Leſt the Children of our Enemies be guad, and and thoſe ö 
wicked Men from the North rejoyce. 6. A 
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6. A Curſe be on the Womb that carried them, Foe bt | 

the Paps that gave them Sack; for Miſchief have they | 

mceived againſt us, and our Ruin have they almoſt | | 
ought forth: | 

7, Were not che Friends af my Lord ftedfaſt to his 
de? did not they ſurround him like a ſtrong Bulwark ? 

8. Did not I, even I thy faithful Servant, abide by 

e? and if 1 ever forſake thee may this Right Hand 
roet it's Cunning. 

9. Yea, the B---ite and the 7F--ite break their Vows for 

y Service ; and revealed the hidden Things of the 

ommiſſion. 

10. Nor can thy faithful D---zze be obraided ; for as 
uch as he ſtood up in thy Behalf, tho* the Congregati- 

ſaw his Reproach, yet for thee ventured bis his own 
pul. 

11. Lo here thy duty Lite; verily in vain 

ore he for thee; to no purpoſe was his Deceit covered 
ith the Robe of Innocency, 

12. In vain did the Wife of his Boſom, "forgetful of 
er own Shame, appear for thee. 

13. Notwithſtanding his own Ears bear Witnefs of his 
nquity, the younger —- opened his Mouth with fal- 
zood, and boldly ſpeak he with a lying Tongue. 

14. The Elder — did alfo the like, not remembring 
e diſhonoured Scalp of his Son; nor himſelf even now 
ding down to the Grave. 

| CHAP. V. 
N D I thy Faithful Rite caſt about for lach Spi- ä 
rits, as Gab beſt miniſter to thy Doings. * 

2. Neither canſt thou object, that my heart failed, or 
at my Knees knocked together at this Thing. 

3. For if I eſcaped the Shafts of Vengeance, when 
polluted the Holy Temple, and committed divers o- 
er Abominations ; I might fearleſs ſet my Face to do 
us little Thing. 

4. Unawares have thoſe Scots wrought upon us, and have 
ſtroyed us like a Plague working in ſecret. 

5. K— - iflued forth in ſecret; L—-——x by 
ight, and gathered our Foes fromthe four Winds "Mt 


and ſharpened the Edge of the Law againſt us. 


r CE): 
6. Like Lightning they fell upon us, and by the Couy 
cils of Mr, are we overthrown. 
7. How have they deceived us ! they ſeemed withoy 
Fraud, yet with Darkneſs was their Purpoſe covered. 
8. From his own Home, with the Cunning of a Ser 
pent, came G the Scribe; he made ready his Qui 


9. He has enſnared us with his Wiles ; and the Ne 
of . Deceit hath he caſt about us. 

10. By his Aid were We torn to pieces, and rent: 
ſander like an old Garment. 

11. Howbeit, tho' Juſtice encompaſſed Famer like 
Coat of Mail, and the Laws defend him like a ftrony 
Shield, yet may he be broken to Pieces. 

12, Are there not ſtill left in the Land enough of the 
Children of the Imatlites, who delight in | ih UM 
take Pleaſure in ſpilling the innocent Flood | 

13 Now if my Council ſeem unto - 42 let the 
Men be gathered, ſome of whom ſhall journey unto the Lan 
of A *, with my Lord to preſerve his Inher: 
tance there. 

14. And I will tarry behind in the great City with 
thoſe that remain, and we will caſt about for an Occaſia 
meet for devouring James. 

15. And the Words of the Man were like Balm un 
the Wounds of Richeth.. 

16. And lo! the Heart of Richeth, and thoſe that wen 4 : 
with him, were lifted up ; and they blaſphamed again 
Juſtice, and- entered into Council againſt her. 

r7. And they aroſe up and departed, ſome one way, 
and forme another, as the Spirit f Evil bad them. 
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